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April X, 2024 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Local Fifth Graders Competed in “Shark Tank” Style Business Competition for Scholarships

-- Pet product wins first prize --
--$220,500 raised for Junior Achievement of Southern Nevada--
LAS VEGAS -- Fifth graders from Fay Herron Elementary School charmed and impressed judges and more than 600 local business professionals during a Shark Tank-style competition and luncheon for UNLV scholarships. The Scratch team’s pet product bested a necklace with self-defense features and a baby cup. Swimming With The Big Fish from Junior Achievement of Southern Nevada (JASN) was the culmination of the nonprofit’s entrepreneurial program where three finalist student teams presented their new product plans. The event was presented by PNC Bank and hosted by Fontainebleau Las Vegas.
Team Scratch members Annette Jimenez, Allison Luna Corral, Anllelina Marquez Lopez and Jacob Vancott-Ibarra created a product to make filing dogs’ nails easier, solving a problem for many pet owners. The foursome is splitting the $8,000 UNLV scholarship prize for first place. 
The Safety Measures First necklace placed second. Its design incorporates a GPS location tracker, pepper spray to ward off those who want to do harm and also a double-click option for false alarms. Team members Rubi Barrientos Vallejo, Pedro Ceballos Ramos, Beatriz Luna Pantaleon and Katherine Pelayo Chavez are splitting the $4,500 UNLV scholarship second prize.
Third place was awarded to The Creatives for its Baby Cup, which dispenses food like a Pez dispenser to make feeding a baby easier for mothers. Team members Chelsey Bernetine, Crystal Pascasio, Kimberly Ramirez and Dana Sanchez are splitting the $2,500 UNLV scholarship prize.
“Through Junior Achievement, we provide the entrepreneurship, financial literacy and workforce development skills for kids to grow up as successful and financially responsible adults,” said Michelle Jackson, JASN president and chief executive officer. “Our JA: It’s My Business! curriculum and these fifth graders’ demonstrations are a great illustration of how we teach youth critical thinking skills – in a fun way.”

More than $220,000 was raised for the nonprofit during the annual Swimming With The Big Fish event. “We’re thrilled so many business professionals attended and appreciate their generous donations which will pay for JA programming for 4,410 local students,” said Jackson. 
Junior Achievement staff, Fay Herron teachers and volunteers from the business community guided 100 fifth graders through six-weeks of JA: It’s My Business! lessons to create a business from the ground up. Students were separated into 25 teams based on interests and developed their ideas for a business beneficial to the community with companion business and marketing plans. Teams presented their plans in a preliminary competition with the top three invited to Swimming With The Big Fish.
Following the presentations, judges asked the teams questions about their products’ marketing, distribution, promotion and design, and lauded the efforts of the students and merits of each product and plan. The judges were Chuck Brennan, Dollar Loan Center CEO; Tom Burns, Governor’s Office of Economic Development executive director; Tina Quigley, Las Vegas Global Economic Alliance president and CEO; Denette Suddeth, PNC regional president for Nevada; and Maurice Wooden, Fontainebleau Las Vegas president. 
Tim Cashman, president of The Cashman Companies and a longtime Las Vegas businessman and community and JASN supporter, delivered the keynote speech. He encouraged involvement with Junior Achievement to teach youth about the “business of life,” citing the three teams’ winning plans. He also shared how attendees’ contributions will help with JA programming for the 2024-2025 school year at the new Junior Achievement Inspiration Center which is nearing completion and will allow JASN to triple its student impact to more than 60,000 students.
Juan Valadez, another Fay Herron fifth grader and It’s My Business! participant, also spoke and shared that Shark Tank is his favorite show and the impact of Junior Achievement lessons. “Unfortunately, my team wasn’t selected to present today, but I understand there are ups and downs in life and it’s important to keep trying. If I could turn back time, I would tell my parents to invest in Amazon,” he said.
“Junior Achievement of Southern Nevada and PNC Bank share a common goal of helping young people achieve their full potential in school and in life,” said Denette Suddeth, PNC regional president for Nevada. “The Swimming With The Big Fish luncheon is an ideal way to empower students in our community. PNC is proud to support this important event.”
In addition to the student competition, Swimming With The Big Fish provides a meaningful and entertaining way to engage the business community with JASN, as business professionals are vital to the success of JA financial literacy programs by sharing their experience, volunteerism, partnership and sponsorship. JASN works with schools to provide K-12 students and young adults with needed financial education, entrepreneurship and workforce development curriculum that schools don’t always have the resources to provide and many students do not learn at home. Lessons help many students become financially secure adults, breaking the cycle of generational and situational poverty. 
Junior Achievement also hopes to boost graduation rates by giving students a business idea and pathway to look forward to after high school. According to research, 91% of students who attended a JA program reported it “motivated them to learn”. “This indicates that once students experience Junior Achievement, they more clearly understand how learning and doing well in the classroom has a direct impact on ‘real life’ and real money,” said Jackson.
In addition to PNC Bank and Fontainebleau Las Vegas, other event sponsors included Ernst & Young (EY), KPMG, R&R Partners Foundation, RSM, The Venetian Resort Las Vegas and Cox. UNLV was the student scholarship sponsor.
Elizabeth Delgado, a founder and private wealth advisor for Every Season Wealth Management, and Danielle Strong, vice president of catering and events of Fontainebleau Las Vegas, are JASN board members and served as this year’s event co-chairs. “We’re thrilled to have played a role in the collective efforts of our Junior Achievement leadership, board members, volunteers and great sponsors that produced another successful Swimming With The Big Fish luncheon in raising awareness of and funds that educate Clark County students and reward their entrepreneurial spirit,” they said. “The students’ presentations were creative and impactful, and it was wonderful seeing JA lessons come to life through them and empowering them with skills and knowledge for future success. We’re also incredibly fortunate to have such broad support for our mission across our entire professional community. We couldn’t do this without all of them.”
About Swimming With The Big Fish

Junior Achievement of Southern Nevada, Inc. was founded locally in 1996. The nonprofit organization is dedicated to providing financial education to K-12 students and young adults, ages 18-25, with a curriculum that spans from budget management to economic principals, workforce skills and credit. Junior Achievement of Southern Nevada currently reaches more than 20,000 students annually in the Las Vegas area with the help of 285 businesses and 6,800 business role models. Upon completion, the new Junior Achievement of Southern Nevada Inspiration Center will impact more than 60,000 local youth. It will be a permanent site for its two capstone programs: JA BizTown and JA Finance Park. For more information visit https://jasnv.org/ and follow on Instagram and Facebook.  
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